Glossary of Terms 

Asian Carp - An aquatic nuisance species group of nine heavy-bodied cyprinid fish found in United States waterways. 

Aquatic Nuisance Species (ANS) - Fish, algae, crustaceans, plants, viruses and other life forms non-native and potentially harmful to waterways.

American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) - Advocates transportation-related policies and provides technical services to support states in their efforts to efficiently and safely move people and goods.

Community Development Block Grant Program funds (CDBG) - The Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program is a flexible program that provides communities with resources to address a wide range of unique community development needs. Beginning in 1974, the CDBG program is one of the longest continuously run programs at the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). The CDBG program provides annual grants on a formula basis to 1209 general units of local government and States.

Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) plan - A comprehensive economic development strategy (CEDS) is designed to bring together the public and private sectors in the creation of an economic roadmap to diversify and strengthen regional economies. A CEDS must be the result of a continuing economic development planning process developed with broad-based and diverse public and private sector participation, and must set forth the goals and objectives necessary to solve the economic development problems of the region and clearly define the metrics of success. Finally, a CEDS provides a useful benchmark by which a regional economy can evaluate opportunities with other regions in the national economy.

Comprehensive Strategic Recovery Plan Advisory Committee - A group chosen to oversee the mechanics of the KRPD Comprehensive Strategic Recovery Plan, including assisting with information gathering, establishment of timelines, goals, tasks, setup and delivery. Group members were Terry Beach, St. Clair County Economic Development, Nora Feuquay, University of Illinois Extension, Monroe County Economic Development, Christopher Martin, Randolph County Economic Development, and Edward Weilbacher, Kaskaskia Regional Port District.

Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) - Is an enhanced version of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). The CREP Program is a federal, state and local partnership designed to retire frequently flooded and environmentally sensitive cropland to achieve restoration and long-term protection. In Illinois, landowners implement conservation practices in the eligible CREP watersheds to reduce sedimentation and nutrients, improve water quality, and to create and enhance critical habitat for fish and wildlife populations.

East West Gateway Council of Governments - The East-West Gateway Council of Governments (EWG or Council) provides a forum for local governments of the bi-state St. Louis area to work together to solve problems that cross jurisdictional boundaries. The geographic region that Counties in the St. Louis RegionEast-West Gateway has served since 1965 is the 4,500 square miles encompassed by the City of St. Louis; Franklin, Jefferson, St. Charles, and St. Louis counties in Missouri; Madison, Monroe, and St. Clair counties in Illinois.

Economic Development Administration (EDA) - As the only federal government agency focused exclusively on economic development, the U.S. Department of Commerce’s Economic Development Administration (EDA) plays a critical role in fostering regional economic development efforts in communities across the nation. Through strategic investments that foster job creation and attract private investment, EDA supports development in economically distressed areas of the United States.

Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) - Is issued when environmental analysis and interagency review during the Environmental Assessment process finds a project to have no significant impacts on the quality of the environment.

Great Lakes and Mississippi River Interbasin Study (GLMRIS) - Is a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers study that presents a range of options and technologies to prevent aquatic nuisance species (ANS) movement between the Great Lakes and Mississippi River basins through aquatic connections.

Dynegy - Dynegy provides wholesale power, capacity and ancillary services to utilities, cooperatives, municipalities and other energy companies in six states in key U.S. regions of the Midwest, the Northeast and the West Coast. Dynegy’s Baldwin, Illinois facility generates 1,800 megawatts.

Environmental Assessment - Is a concise public document prepared by the federal action agency that serves to briefly provide sufficient evidence and analysis for determining whether to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement or a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI).

Head Cutting - Is an erosional feature of some rivers and streams where an abrupt vertical drop, also known as a knickpoint in the bed occurs. The knickpoint, where a head cut begins, can be as small as an overly-steep riffle zone or as a large as a waterfall. When not flowing, the head cut will resemble a very short cliff or bluff. A small plunge pool may be present at the base of the head cut due to the high energy of falling water. As erosion of the knickpoint and the bed continues, the head cut will migrate upstream.

Ike Disaster Relief - Funds made available after Hurricane Ike from the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) under the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program. These funds provided the opportunities for grants by which the KRPD Comprehensive Strategic Plan was financed.  

Illinois Corn Growers Association (ICGA) - Represents the interests of corn farmers in Illinois. ICGA works to constantly improve the business climate along with the regulatory and policy environment for corn production at the local, state and national level.

Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) - Is a state agency/economic development organization. The DCEO provides technical and financial assistance to businesses, local governments, workers and families and administers a wide array of services.

Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) - Is a state agency that is in charge of natural resources, parks and recreation, hunting, fishing and trapping, safety and education, and other programs.

Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) - Is a state agency in charge of state-maintained public roadways. In addition, IDOT provides funding for rail, public transit and airport projects and administers fuel tax and federal funding to local jurisdictions in the state. The Secretary of Transportation reports to the Governor of Illinois. IDOT is headquartered in unincorporated Sangamon County, located near the state capital, Springfield. In addition, the IDOT Division of Highways has offices in nine locations throughout the state.






Illinois State Freight Advisory Council (ISFAC) - Is comprised of high level public and private sector representatives involved with freight transportation on Illinois highways, railways, waterways, and airways. The ISFAC has a statewide focus on freight mobility in Illinois that will reflect a mix of freight experts from across all modes to include railroad, port, and airport operators, trucking firms, freight shippers and receivers, economic development organizations, public sector representatives, academic and professional organizations, manufacturing, agriculture, and energy as well.

Illinois State Long Range Transportation Plan - Sets forth policies and goals that guide the development of the state transportation system. The Plan identifies issues and key needs that will guide the Illinois Department of Transportation in their investment decisions for the state transportation system over the forthcoming twenty years.

Jones Act - The Merchant Marine Act of 1920, also known as the Jones Act, is a United States federal statute that provides for the promotion and maintenance of the American merchant marine. Among other purposes, the law regulates maritime commerce in U.S. waters and between U.S. ports.

Kaskaskia Regional Port District (KRPD) - The Kaskaskia Regional Port District was created by the State Legislature June 22, 1965.  It was created to be the local economic development entity focused on the rivers and the territory in Monroe County, Randolph County and the southern half of St. Clair County.

Kaskaskia River Lock and Dam - Located on the Kaskaskia River near Modoc in Randolph County, Illinois, the Kaskaskia River Lock and Dam is part of the Upper Mississippi River Nine Foot Navigation Project. 

Kaskaskia River (Navigation) Project - In 1962, the Kaskaskia Navigation Project with other projects in Southern Illinois, were authorized by Congress. On October 23, 1962 Public Law - The United States Congress River and Harbor Act of 1962 authorized the construction. Senate Document #44, Eighty-Seventh Congress estimated the cost at $58,200,000 for a navigation channel 9 feet deep, 200 feet wide, 36 miles in length from Fayetteville to the confluence of the Mississippi River with a single navigation lock of 84 feet wide and 600 feet long.

Kaskaskia Watershed Association (KWA) - Federal, State and local partners joined together to develop and implement a comprehensive strategy for restoration and management of the Kaskaskia River watershed.

Lighterage - The loading, unloading or transportation of goods by means of a lighter, a flat bottom barge.

Lockage - The passage of a vessel through a lock. 

Lower Kaskaskia Stakeholders Incorporated (LKSI) – Is an association which includes and represents individuals and organizations from various sectors who have interests in the use and management of the Lower Kaskaskia River.

M-55 Marine Highway - The M-55 Initiative is a program to develop marine intermodal transportation services on the United States’ inland waterway system involving the Mississippi and Illinois Rivers, and the Gulf Intracoastal and Tennessee Tombigbee Waterways. The objective of the initiative is to develop a cost-effective alternative to ground-based transportation for cargo movements that may be well served by marine intermodal transportation.

Multi-Modal Transport - Multimodal transport (also known as combined transport) is the transportation of goods under a single contract, but performed with at least two different means of transport.

National Geodetic Vertical Datum - The Sea Level Datum of 1929 was the vertical control datum established for vertical control surveying in the United States of America by the General Adjustment of 1929. The datum was used to measure elevation (altitude) above, and depression (depth) below, mean sea level (MSL). Mean sea level was measured at 26 tide gauges, 21 in the United States and 5 in Canada. The datum was defined by the observed heights of mean sea level at the 26 tide gauges and by the set of elevations of all benchmarks resulting from the adjustment. The adjustment required a total of 66,315 miles (106,724 km) of leveling with 246 closed circuits and 25 circuits at sea level. Since the Sea Level Datum of 1929 was a hybrid model, it was not a pure model of mean sea level, the geoid, or any other equipotential surface. Therefore, it was renamed the National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929 (NGVD29) in 1973. NGVD29 was superseded by the North American Vertical Datum of 1988 (NAVD 88), based upon an equipotential definition and a readjustment, although many cities and Corps of Engineer projects with established data continued to use the older datum.

Prairie State Energy Campus - Located in Washington County, Illinois, Prairie State Energy Campus includes a coal-fired generating plant and adjacent coalmine. The facility generates 1600 MWs of power, with 95 percent of the output already dedicated to eight (8) Midwestern-based public power utilities.

Scott Air Force Base - Scott Air Force Base (IATA: BLV, ICAO: KBLV, FAA LID: BLV) is a base of the United States Air Force in St. Clair County, Illinois. Scott Field was one of thirty-two Air Service training camps established after the United States entered World War I in April, 1917. The base is operated by the 375th Air Mobility Wing (375 AMW) and is also home to the Air Force Reserve Command’s 932d Airlift Wing (932 AW) and the Illinois Air National Guard’s 126th Air Refueling Wing (126 ARW), the latter two units being operationally gained by the U.S. Air Force’s Air Mobility Command (AMC).

Soil and Water Conservation Districts - Are government entities that provide technical assistance and tools to manage and protect land and water resources in U.S. states and insular areas.

Southwest Regional Port District - A largely inactive port district headquartered in Dupo, Illinois. 

Spoils Sites - Dredging is an excavation activity or operation usually carried out at least partly underwater. The jargon for the material removed by the dredger is called spoils. Spoils sites are areas where spoils are taken and stored after dredging

Staff Gauge, float well and G.O.E.S. - Methods of measuring water height.

Sustainable Sites Initiative - A program of interdisciplinary effort by the American Society of Landscape Architects, the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center at The University of Texas at Austin and the United States Botanic Garden to create voluntary national guidelines and performance benchmarks for sustainable land design, construction and maintenance practices.

TIGER Grants - The Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery, or TIGER Discretionary Grant program, provides an opportunity for the Department of Transportation (DOT) to invest in road, rail, transit and port projects that promise to achieve critical national objectives. Since 2009, Congress has dedicated more than $4.1 billion for six rounds to fund projects that have a significant impact on the Nation, a region or a metropolitan area.

Tonnage - The total weight carried in tons on the river(s).

Tourism Bureau Illinois South - A tourism agency headquartered in Swansea, Illinois that promotes tourism for 19 counties of South Central Illinois.

United States Army Corp of Engineers - The United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE, also sometimes shortened to CoE) is a U.S. federal agency under the Department of Defense and a major Army command made up of some 36,500 civilian and military personnel, making it one of the world’s largest public engineering, design, and construction management agencies. 

United States Department of Agriculture Rural Development (USDAR) - USDARD financial programs support such essential public facilities and services as water and sewer systems, housing, health clinics, emergency service facilities and electric and telephone service. USDARD promotes economic development by supporting loans to businesses through banks, credit unions and community-managed lending pools.   
Water Resources, Reform and Development Act (WRRDA) - H.R. 3080 “authorizes the United States Army Corps of Engineers to carry out water resources development activities for the Nation, usually through cost-sharing partnerships with non-federal sponsors.  Activities include navigation, flood damage reduction, shoreline protection, hydropower, dam safety, water supply, recreation, environmental restoration and protection, and disaster response and recovery.  H.R. 3080 also makes fundamental reforms to the Corps of Engineers planning process, accelerates project delivery, empowers non-federal project sponsors, and strengthens congressional oversight.” 

Wharfage - The handling or stowing of goods on a wharf.

World Shooting and Recreation Complex - Located in Sparta, Illinois, is home to a variety of shooting and recreational activities, including the Grand American held each August at the Complex.







